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reign ; but David saw Christ, the last and eternal successor in his throne, 
who was to build Jehovah’s spiritual sanctuary, and to procure peace for all 
the families of the earth, and everlasting salvation for redeemed souls. 


Psalm Ixxii., which was the last prayer offered up by David to the God of 
his promises, is primarily a prayer for Solomon, that he might enjoy a long, 
prosperous, and happy reign, but no sooner do we enter into its sentiments 
than we perceive that Messiah must be the object and subject of it, and 
that Solomon is but the type. There are no divisions in the Psalm, for 
from beginning to end, it is a prayer for the King of David's covenant, 
whose Kingdom began with David, and was to be perpetuated in the Mes¬ 
siah. As David had that King in view, the prayer is general, and although 
some of its branches might be applicable to David's temporal successors, 
yet others could only and exclusively refer to the great Prince of Peace, to 
whom the Creator of the whole earth promised to give the uttermost parts 
thereof for his possession. 


PS. LXXII. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXXXVII. 

[a PE.AYER OF David] FOR SOLOMON. 

1. 0 God, give Thy judgments to the King, 

And Thy righteousness to the King’s son, 

2. He shall judge Thy people in righteousness, 

And Thine afflicted ones with equity. 

3. Mountains of peace shall be brought to the people, 

And hills of righteousness. 

4. He shall judge the poor of the people, 

He shall save the children of the needv, 

And He shall crush the oppressor. 

5. Thus shall they fear Thee as long as the sun existeth, 

And during the appearance of the moon, 

Even throughout all generations. 

We have often had occasion to observe that the word (Mishpat), 

invariably rendered “judgment,” very often means M order, arrangement, 
appointment,” &c. In the first verse David pray b that Jehovah's appoint¬ 
ments may be granted to the King, i.e. that the promises made by Jeho¬ 
vah to himself may receive their fulfilment. Thus it will follow that His 
righteousness, or His benevolent gift or gracious promise—as we have 
often showed that p*^ (Tzcdck) also means—would be granted to the 

King’s son, i.e. to the King of the Covenant, who was to be the son of 
David, beginning with Solomon the type, and ending with the greater than 
Solomon, the eternal Prince of peace and glory. Throughout this glorious 
Psalm of prayer and prophecy, Jehovah’s gracious gifts and their blessed 
results are entirely interwoven ; and while we cannot mistake that the 
prayer is offered for things to be granted to the covenanted King's son, and 
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which are implored directly for Solomon, wo have at the flame time such 
expressions, that oven the Jews in all ages have not denied, and could not 
deny, that they can refer to no other than Messiah. From verso 5 wo see 
that the glorious result of the King’s son executing righteousness and judg¬ 
ment will be, that Jehovah shall bo feared by all men as long as the sun 
and moon endure ; and versos 11 and 17 aro enough to scorn all attempts 
of German and other semi-infidels to destroy the grandeur of Jehovah's 
Oracles. By comparing Isaiuh ix. 5, G, x. 1—10, &c., we may also see 
clearly who is meant by the son of the King in our Psalm, viz., that whilo 
Solomon is included in the prayer, as a type, the whole refers to the Root 
of the stem of Jesse, who was to be an ensign to the nations, and whose 
eternal rest was to be glorious. 

6. Ho shall come down like rain upon the shorn meadow, 

Like gentle showers to water the earth. 

7. The righteous shall flourish in his days; 

And peace shall abound until the moon be no more. 

8. And his dominion shall extend from sea to sea, 

And from the river to the ends of the earth. 

9. The inhabitants of the wilderness shall bow before him; 

And his enemies shall lick the dust. 

10. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents : 
The kings of Sheba and Scba shall offer gifts. 

11. And all kings shall worship him; 

All nations shall serve him. 

12. For ho shall deliver the needy when he cricth, 

And the afflicted who hath none to help him. 

13. lie shall extend mercy to the miserable and needy; 

Yea, the souls of the needy ones he shall save. 

14. lie shall redeem their souls from oppression and violence, 

And their blood shall bo precious in his eyes. 

15. And ho shall live, and he shall give him of the gold of Sheba, 
And mako constant intercession for him ; 

Ho shall bless him continually.* 

16. There shall be nbnndanco of corn in the land ; 

Even on mountains’ tops, its crops shall shake like Lebanon : 
And they of the city shall flourish like the grass of the earth .\ 


• “ And lie shall live*,” evidently refers lo the poor end needy whom the King of tho Cove- 
mint, the Messiah, shall deliver from spiritual misery—whose soul he should save, for hersnio 
to brvc the poor in spirit, and to bring consolation to tho broken-beurted, aud whoso blood 
shall be precious in bis eyes. This redecraod man shall live, and Ills Saviour shnll bestow on 
him temporal along with spiritual blessings, for lie shall give him of the gold of Sheba,—lie 
who was rich, and became poor for lint salvation of his soul, shnll make him rich, for the 
world and the fulness Ihoroof belong unto lllm. Hut Ifo shall also, and especially, give him 
spiritual treasures, which shall oonsisl in his making intercession for him on the Kalhor's 
thro no, and in Ilis pouring blessings on bint continually. 

+ Tliis vereo describes the general prosperity lo be enjoyed under the dominion of tho great 
Prince of peace. The word no® (Pisnth), signifies " a diffusion,” 44 a superabundance,” i.e. 

the earth will yield her increase in greot abundance. Tho blessing woe lo be diffused over 
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17. His name shall endure for ever; 

Before that of the sun shall His name continue; 
And in Him shall be blessed all those nations 
Who shall ascribe praise to Him. 

18. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who alone performed] wonderful works: 

19. And ever blessed be the name of His glory : 
And let His glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and amen. 

HERE END THE PRAYERS t>F DAVID TIIE SON OF .TF.SSK. 


Such was the last prayer offered by David to the God of his glorious 
promises on behalf of his temporal and spiritual offspring, ever keeping his 
inspired eye on Him who was to be bis everlasting successor and the great 
prince on his throne. Let us dwell for a moment on the character of the 
sweet Psalmist of Israel, and his glorious compositions. The Ancient of Days, 
whose eye surveys eternity, gave His testimony regarding him even at the 
time when He sent Ilis prophet to anoint him as Israel's King, that 
he was the man according to His own heart. This David proved to 
be in all his ways, and in all the circumstances in which he was placed, 
for he walked before God with integrity of heart, and loved Him su¬ 
premely. No man on earth has been so honoured to leave such celes¬ 
tial treasures to the Church as he, and none ever recorded such practical 
lessons for the fallen children of Adam, whether they be the chief of sinners 
or the greatest of saints. The process of trial he underwent was severe and 
deeply mysterious, but he improved every step of bis progress. In trouble 
and misery he composed Psalms which, while ages roll on and suffering 
men live, will, through the Spirit, prove healing balm for their diseases, 
and lead them to the Rock that is higher than they. In times of prosperity 
and gladness he praised his God in seraphic strains, and showed to the 

saints of all succeeding times how high a soul rejoicing in Him can soar_ 

how dust and ashes can adore along with the angels in heaven. 

From the time he entered on public life to his last hour, his conduct was 
honourable und consistent. His generous and patriotic feelings early de¬ 
veloped themselves, and gained him friends among the valiant of his na¬ 
tion, who thenceforward held their services and lives at his disposal. In 
war he was a lion ; in social life a lamb ; his courage and presence of mind 
never failed him in danger ; nor did trouble, and misery ever sink him in 
despair. If before the throne of grace he poured forth his soul in dismal 
complaints, he rose from his knees the mighty warrior, and bore in his 
heart the full assurance of God’s favour according to His promises. In 
prosperity and triumph he arrogated not the glory to himself, hut ascribed 
it all to Jehovah of hosts, whom none other ever praised in such rapturous 
strains before. His soul was a fountain of adoration—a stream of thanks- 


llie whole land,and seen from ihe mountain tops ; and tbc same increase shall be seen among 
the inhabitants of the city, who shall flourish or spring up as the gross, which is another 
proof of the general prosperity. In Terse 17 the Psalmist turns again to the king, chscribiug 
His eternal glory, and then closes with a Doxology. 
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giving issued from Inn devoted heart—his tongue rejoiced in flinging praise 
with sweet melodies, as a giant rejoices to run his race—and all his bones 
exclaimed, 44 O Jehovah, who is like unto Thee ?” When Jehovah, by 
the promises of the covenant, exalted him on high, ho was soon found 
humbling himself in the dust, and saying in devout wonder, 44 Who am I, () 
Lord ( lod, and wlmt is my father's house, that thou hast brought me 
hitherto V” When the roaring lion prevailed over him for a moment, and 
the mighty saint lav prostrate, bound with seven strong ropes, and wlien 
Nathan camo to him and reached conviction to his conscience, tolling him 
tlmt the spiritual Philistines—the powers of darkness, had ensnared him 
and were ready to devour him, ho rose like one refreshed, shook his fetters 
from him, and with the two-edged sword of humble supplication—with the 
bow and shield of confession, prayers, sighs, and tears, he destroyed his 
spiritual adversaries, and through the very midst of their camp lie cut his 
way into Jehovah’s sanctuary, laid hold of the throne of mercy, and ob¬ 
taining pardon, was sanctified and purified, and restored to the fellowship 
of saints. 

In the last Psalm, the contents of David’s last prayer, ofTercd up on be¬ 
half of the great Shiloh, who was to be the last and eternal King of the 
covenant, and successor on David’s throne, came before us, and we shall 
therefore introduces nt tho conclusion of his history, a passage which, 
according to 2 Sam. xxiii, 1, contains his last words, and which we take to 
have been Hjioken on his dying bod :— 

44 The Oracle of David the son of Jesse—tho Oracle of tho man raised 
up on high as the anointed of the God of Jacob, and as the sweet Psalmist 
of Israel. 'Hie Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, and IIis word is on my 
tongue. Tho God of Israel hath said to mo—the Hock of Israel hath 
promised to me, a righteous Ruler over mankind—a Ruler who shall rule 
in the fear of God. And tho sun shall shine ns in a bright morning—a 
morning without clouds; for although the tender grass springeth out of 
the earth by (dear shining after rain, yet my houso is not so with God; 
for with me lie hath made an everlasting covenant, prepared and pre¬ 
served in all perfection, for perfect is inv salvation, and perfect is the 
object of my delight, not needing first that Ho inuko it to grow,” &c. 
(2 Sam. xxiii. 1—5.) The import of verses 3—5 is this : when the inspired 
saint, lifted his eye to tho distant future, and beheld Christ his promised 
Son, lie was filled with joy at tho thought of the great, eternal, and 
righteous Ruler over mankind springing from him. Tho 44 Sun” of verso 
4 is an emblematical name of the “Ruler” in verse 3, for Ho Himself is 
the Sun of righteousness with healing under His wings. So the prophet 
Isaiah calls tho Messiah tho Sun that shall outshine tho natural sun seven 
times (see xxx. 26, where the church is likened to the moon, and Messiah 
to the sun; also lx. 10, 20, lxii. 1.) That Sun was to Bhino from the 
first period of His rising, as in a bright morning, and to bo interrupted 
by no clouds like the natural sun, for the morning of the Messiah’s rising was 
to bo without a cloud; and tho reason follows, viz., that while tho rising 
of tho natural sun might bo in clouds which betoken rain that would water 
and fertilize tho earth, which tho sun, afterwards shining on, would causo 
the grass to ipring forth on its Burfnco—the Messiah's rising would bo bright 
and resplendent, for all his sufferings would previously be over, and ho 
would continue to shino as ho roso, in unclouded majesty throughout eter¬ 
nity. 44 Yet my house is not so with God,” i.c. } tho sure houso that God 
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promised to build him in the Messiah is not governed by the laws of 
nature—no cloud must first overspread it and rain upon it, as is the case 
with the earth in order to make her*bring forth the grass : “ for with me 
He hath made an everlasting covenant," i.e., the promises made to him are 
regarding eternal things, not of things growing, and withering, and grow¬ 
ing again, but of something that is to endure for ever. He then proceeds 
to show that this covenant is not such as would need to grow gradually— 
that Messiah's coming forth is from the days of old, or from eternity, 
u prepared and preserved in all perfection," i.e. } the covenant, or the great 
and righteous king of the covenant, and all the promised blessings that 
were to accompany his coining are already prepared—existing in all per¬ 
fection : a for perfect is my salvation, and perfect is the object of my 
delight, not needing first that He make it to growall is ready in the 
heavens—all is prepared from eternity, and hence there is no need of any 
clouds—no need of any rain. The Sun therefore will rise in a bright 
morning, and spread His radiant light for a continual, everlasting day. 
But in these figures we apprehend also a prophetic allusion to the changes 
that were to take place with regard to his temporal posterit}', from whose 
vision clouds were often to hide the rays of the promise ; but when the 
time of the complete fulfilment of the covenant promise in his spiritual 
successor, the Messiah, should arrive, no cloud would cover the glory any 
more for ever. Such was David’s salvation and the object of his chiefest 
delight, and in the hope of that salvation he was removed from a cloudy, 
and dark, and fleeting world, into a bright and blissful eternity. 


Among the thirteen Psalms which remain to be considered, there are two 
which belong to Moses. These are the xc. and xci., which are not only 
acknowledged to he his compositions in very ancient traditions, the authen¬ 
ticity of which we have no reason to doubt, but the title of the first puts 
the matter beyond dispute with regard to it; and the fact that the second 
has no title at all, points to the .same authorship, though, as we shall see, 
it treats of another subject. 


PS. XC. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXXXVIII. 

A PRAYER OF MOSES THE MAN OF GOD. 

1. 0 Lord, a secure habitation hast Thou been to us, 

From generation to generation. 

2. Before the mountains were brought forth 
At Thy creating the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God. 

3. Thou bringest man down till he is very low; 

Then saidst Thou, Return, ye children of men. 

4. Though a thousand years in Thy sight are as yesterday 
That is past, and as one night-watch ; 

5. Still hast Thou made their flowing existence like a sleep, 
To vanish in the morning like grass; 
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6. Yea, even in the morning of its flourishing it vanishoth also, 
In the evening it is cut down and withereth. 

7. For we arc consumed in Thine anger, 

And in Thy wrath we are filled with terror. 

8. Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, 

Our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance. 

9. Hence all our days pass away in Thy wrath, 

Wo spend our years like a passing thought. 

10. The days of our years amount to seventy yeaTS, 

And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, 

Even their prolongation is but labour and misery, 

For Boon they are cut down, and we fly away. 

11. IV ho knoweth the power of Thine anger] 

And that Thy wrath is in proportion to Thy fear ? 

12. Teach us to number thus our days, 

That we may bring a heart full of wisdom. 

13. Return, 0 Jehovah! how long? .... 

And let it repent Thee regarding Thy servants. 

14. 0 satisfy us early with Thy tender mercy, 

That we may shout for joy and be glad all our days. 

15. Make us glad according to the days in which 

Thou didst afflict us—the years in which we saw trouble. 
1G. Let Thy operations be shown to Thy servants, 

And Thy majesty unto their children. 

17. And may the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us : 

And do Thou establish for us the work of our hands; 

Yea, the works of our hands Thou shalt establish.* 


* The plural number used throughout line Tsolm bIiowb that Moses composed it for Israel 
rb ft notional prayer under peculiar circumstances. The occasiou of the prayer, we think, 
may be easily found, and we have no doubt that it has special reference to the fearful judg¬ 
ment which the Lord denounced against Israel because of their provocations and murmurings, 
viz., that they should not enter the land of promise, but that their carcases should fall in the 
wilderness, and their children instead should enter it. Moses, the kind shepherd of that re¬ 
bellious though severely punished flock, tried to improve the denunciation ns a lesson for their 
souls, in that, since their untimely death was inevitable, they should prepare for eternity. 
After having noticed the goodness and faithfulness of God towards the pilgrim patriarchs, 
whose secure habitation He had always been, he says in verse 3, that after the Lord hud 
brought Israel so low, and humbled them to the dust by the fearful judgment pronounced 
against them, He invites them now to repentance—that whilst their earthly existence was to 
be cut short in consequence of their sius, they ought to be up and doing and procure for 
themselves a happy eternity. From verse 5 to iO the man of God shoWBtlieru how short were 
their liveB, and that this was the effect of their sin, but at the same time pointing out the great 
and important doctrine, that the sting of sin is certain death. In verse 11 he teaches Israel 
that God is greally to be feared, and that His wrath is a solemn reality, and not a mere idle 
threat—that He is indeed a consuming fire, nnd therefore He is to be feared. All this was 
the preparation for (he prayer which begins with verse 12, “ Teach us to number thus our 
days"—to consider bow abort and transitory our lives are in Uiis world ; and what would be 
the consequences? “ That we may bring a heart full of wisdom." This must be the rendering 
of ecatn (Venavie), “and we shull bring,” or “ that we nmy bring,” i.e. with us, when after 

this short life we must appear before Thee—leach us not to slumber away this short time, 
that we may not awuke as fools in eternity; tench us to number every day of our life, and to 
realize every hour of it, as a time of sowing good seed that we may reap in eternity. In verses 
13—16 he pray6 that during their short lives Jehovah would show them favour, and restore 
them to happiness and Joy, that they might not go mourning to their untimely graves, but 
might depart in the assurance of His favour and love. In verses 10, 17, the prayer is on be¬ 
half of their children, who were to enter the promised land after the death of their fathers. 



P.S. XCl. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXXXIX. 


517 


The following most interesting Psalm, which, as we have stated above, 
belongs likewise to Moses, seems to have been composed by him re¬ 
garding the Angel of the Covenant who resided in the pillar of cloud and 
tire, and who accompanied Israel in all their journeys through the wilder¬ 
ness, and was sent before them into the land of promise. Moreover, Moses 
seems to have composed it after the Lord had* revealed to him the character 
of this Angel when he entreated God to show him His glory, and when the 
Lord disclosed to him the mystery, and how He could be gracious in that 
Angel, while in Himself He could not pardon Israel's sin. (See on this 
subject my former publication on the types of the Old Testament.) In this 
light alone the Psalm can be made intelligible, and its different turns un¬ 
derstood ; for in it Moses addresses the Father, who was to preserve His 
Son, even in death, from all attempts of the devil and his devices, and he 
also addresses the Son regarding His security and the certainty of His 
triumph. 


PS xcr. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXXXIX. 

1. 0 Thou who dwellest under the covert of the Most High— 
Who lodgest under the shadow of the Almighty ; 

2. I say unto Jehovah, Thou art my Shelter and strong Defence — 
My God in whom I put my trust: 

3. For He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler— 

From the pestilence of the violent. 

The Angel of the Covenant who dwelt in the pillar of cloud is in these 
verses addressed by Moses, who shows in verses 2 and 3 that His (viz. 
the Angel's) deliverance as Messiah from the hands of the wicked ones 
was the ground on which he, (Moses,) and his nation with him, could call 
the Holy One of Israel 4 5 6 7 8 * 10 11 their Shelter "— u their Defence," and that by 
and through His sufferings and resurrection alone the Father could be 
long-suffering and gracious. So down to verse 13 Moses continues to ad¬ 
dress the Angel, the Messiah, oil the certainty of His triumph, and of the 
6ure deliverance that the Father would send Him. 

4. With His feathers He shall cover Thee, 

And under His wings Thou shalt find shelter; 

For His truth is a shield and buckler. 

5. Thou shalt not be afraid of any terror by night, 

Nor of the arrow that flieth by day; 

6. Of the pestilence that walketh in darkness— 

Of the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 

7. Though thousands should fall at Thy side, 

And tens of thousands at Thy right hand, 

Yet shall it not approach Thee. 

8. Only with Thine eyes shalt Thou behold, 

And see the recompence of the wicked. 

0. For Thou, 0 Jehovah, art my Shelter, 

Thou hast made the Most High Thy habitation. 

10. No evil shall befall Thee— 

No plague shall approach Thy dwelling; 
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11. For He will give charge to His angels concerning Thee, 

To keep Thee in all Thy ways: 

12. They shall bear Thee up in their hands, 

Lest Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. 

13. On the lion and adder Thou shalt tread— 

Thou shalt trample on the young lion and dragon. 

Having described Messiah’s triumph over His enemies down to verse 7, 
Moses addresses Jehovah the Son as his shelter, and gives the reason for it, 
viz. il Thou hast made the Most High Thy habitation,”—Thou art in the 
Father and the Father in Thee. Hence the Father is the Shelter of Ilis 
people in the Son (as in verse 2), and the Son becomes the Shelter of His 
people because of the triumph the Father was to grant Him. It is strange 
that even the devil knew the Messianic reference in verses 11 and 12, and 
trembled at the contents of verse 13 (Math. iv. G), though German ra¬ 
tionalistic infidels are ignorant of it and deny it; and yet some poor deluded 
men will still seek light on the word of God from these pestilential de- 
vourers of its spirituality, who are more ignorant of it than the devil him¬ 
self, who has taught them a theology which, however, lie does not believe. 

In the last three verses Jehovah the Father Jspeaks regarding the 
Messiah and His glory. 

14. Because He cleaveth to Me in love, I will deliver Him, 

I will set Him on high because He knoweth My name. 

15. He shall call on Me, and I will answer Him ; 

In distress will I be with him ; 

I will deliver Him, and make Him glorious. 

16. With length of days will I satisfy Him, 

And I will show in Him My salvation. 


Of the eleven remaining Psalms, we introduce here the Ixxviii., which, 
we think, belongs to the period when the ten tribes revolted from the 
house of David, and established a kingdom for themselves under Jeroboam, 
who was of the tribe of Ephraim. That tribe was always the most 
powerful, and rivalled that of Judah, and after Solomon's death they 
took advantage of the weakness of Rehoboam, and arrogated the dominion 
to themselves. Having been accustomed to go up to Jerusalem to worship, 
their King feared that their attachment to the temple there might induce 
them to fall off from him, and return to their allegiance to Rehoboam. lie 
therefore made two golden gods in the shape of calves, and set the one in 
Bethel, and the other in Dan, and taught Israel to worship them instead 
of the God of Zion. In those days, we presume, some of the prophets 
composed the following Psalm, in which the rebellious act of Ephraim was 
rebuked, and Jehovah's choice of Zion as the only place for sacrifice and 
temple, and of the house of David for dominion, declared. The Psalm 
could not have been composed by David, nor even in bis days, for in 
Absalom's rebellion Judah was more involved than Ephraim, and Sheba, 
the son of Bichri, was a Benjamite. The only period, therefore, must be 
that to which we have assigned it; and whoever the prophet might be 
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who composed it, he gave it to the Asaphites, the musical division that 
descended from the first chief musician, Asaph, under David, to be sung by 
them in the temple, as a lesson for those of Israel who attended the temple 
worship. 


PS. LXXVJII. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXL. 

A PSALM l'OR INSTRUCTION. 

To be performed by Asaph. 

1. Accept, 0 ray people, my instruction— 

Incline your ears to the words of ray mouth. 

2. I will open my mouth with a parable— 

I will recapitulate wonderful things from times of old : 

3. Which we have heard and known, 

For our fathers have told them unto us. 

4. We will not withhold them from their children ; 

That the generation to come may record Jehovah’s praise, 

And His might, and the wonders which He hath wrought. 

5. For He established a testimony in Jacob, 

And appointed a law in Israel, regarding which 

He commanded our fathers to communicate it to their children; 

6. In order that the succeeding generation might know it— 

That the new-born children should rise and relate it to their 

children: 

7. So that they might place their trust in God, 

And not forget God’s works ; —and keep His commandments: 

8. And not be a stubborn and rebellious race like their fathers— 
A generation whose heart was not established, 

And whose spirit was not faithful with God. 

9. The children of Ephraim are like armed men carrying bows, 
But who turned their back in the day of battle. 

10. They have-not kept the covenant of God, 

And refused to walk in His law ; 

11. And they forgot His deeds, and His works of wonder which 

He showed them. 

12. In the sight of their fathers He wrought marvels, 

Even in the land of Egypt—in the field of Zoan. 

13. He clave the sea, and made them pass through ; 

And He made the waters to stand as an heap : 

14. And led them in a cloud during the day, 

And by a light of fire during the whole night. 

15. He clave the rocks in the wilderness, 

And made them drink of a large stream. 

16. For He brought forth streams cut of the rock, 

And caused the water to flow like rivers. 
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17. Still they continued to sin against Him— 

To rebel against the Most High in the wilderness. 

18. And they tempted God in their heart, 

In asking meat to satisfy their lust. 

19. And they spake against God, saying, 

Will God be able to furnish a table in the wilderness? 

10. Behold, He smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, 

Yea, the streams do wed abroad ; 

Will He also be able to give bread ?— 

Will He provide meat for His people ? 

21. Therefore, the Lord heard this, and was wroth, 

And a fire was kindled against Jacob, 

And anger also rose up against Israel ; 

22. For they believed not in God—nor trusted in His salvation, 

23. Though He commanded the skies from above, 

And opened the doors of heaven. 

24. And He made manna rain down upon them to eat, 

And gave them of the corn of heaven. 

25. Every man ate that wholesome food : 

He sent them provision in abundance. 

20. He caused in heaven an east wind to blow ; 

And the south wind was produced by His power. 

27. And He rained upon them meat as the dust, 

And winged fowls like the sand of the sea. 

28. And He made it fall in the midst of their camp — 

Round about their habitations. 

29. Tims they ate, and were fully satisfied ; 

And He granted them their own desire. 

30. But ere their appetite was removed : 

While their meat was yet in their mouths, 

31. Behold, the wrath of God rose up against them, 

And He slew the fat ones among them, 

And the young men of Israel He struck down. 

32. For all this they sinned still, 

And believed not by all His wondrous works. 

33. Then He made their days consume in vanity, 

And their years in confusion. 

34. When He brought a slaughter among them, 

Then they sought Ilim, repented, and inquired eagerly for God ; 

35. And they remembered that God was their Rock, 

And the Most High God their Redeemer. 

36. Yet they flattered Him with their mouth; 

And lied to Him with their tongue. 

37. For their heart was not upright with Him, 

And they were not steadfast in His covenant. 

38. But He, the Compassionate, pardoned sin, and destroyed not: 
Many a time He withdrew Ilis anger, 

And would not rouse all Ilis wrath. 
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39. For He remembered they were but tlesh— 

A breath that passcth away, and doth not return. 

40. How often did they provoke Him in the wilderness ! 

How often did they vex Him in the desert ! 

41. Yea, again and again they tempted God, 

And challenged the Holy One of Israel. 

42. They remembered not the manifestation of His power 

On the day when He redeemed them from the oppressor : 

43. When He wrought His miracles in Egypt, 

And His wonders in the plain of Zoan ; 

44. When He turned their rivers into blood, 

And their streams, that they conld not drink of them. 

45. He sent among them vermin which devoured them, 

And frogs which destroyed them. 

46. And He gave their produce to the caterpillar, 

And their labour to the locust. 

47. lie destroyed with hail their vines, 

And their sycamore trees with frost. 

48. Their cattle also He delivered to the hail, 

And their flocks to the thunderbolts. 

49. He sent upon them the fierceness of His wrath, 

Fury, and indignation, and distress— 

An expedition of tormenting angels. 

50. He made straight the way for His wrath ; 

He spared not their soul from death. 

But delivered their lives to the pestilence. 

51. And He smote all the first-born in Egypt, 

The excellence of their strength, in the tents of Ham. 

52. Then He led forth His people like sheep, 

And guided them into the wilderness like a flock. 

53. And he led them to a place of security, 

So that they had nothing to fear; 

But their enemies the sea had covered. 

54. And He brought them into His consecrated territory, 

To this mountain which His right hand procured. 

55. Aud He drove out the heathen before /them, 

And divided unto them an inheritance by line, 

And made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. 

56. But they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God, 
And did not observe His testimonies. 

57. Like their fathers they apostatized and revolted ; 

They turned back like a deceitful bow. 

58. And they provoked Him with their high places, 

And roused Him to jealousy by their idols. 

59. When God heard it, He was wroth ; 

And He abhorred Israel exceedingly. 

60. And He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh— 

The tent He had pitched among men ; 
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61. And delivered his strength into captivity, 

And his glory into the hand of the oppressor. 

62. And lie delivered His people to the sword, 

And was wroth against His inheritance. 

63. Their young men the lire devoured, 

And their virgins were not given in marriage. 

64. Their priests fell by the sword; 

And their widows did not weep. 

65. Then Jehovah awoke like one out of sleep, 

Like a mighty man shouting through wine : 

66. And He smote back His enemies, 

And exposed them to a perpetual reproach. 

67. And He rejected the tents of Joseph, 

And chose not the tribe of Ephraim ; 

68. But He chose the tribe of Judah— 

The mountain of Zion, which He loved. 

66. And He built His sanctuary like high hills — 

Like the earth which He hath founded for ever. 

70. And He chose l)avid His servant, 

And took him from the folds of the sheep : 

71. From following the nursing ewes He took him 

To feed Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance. 

72. He also fed them in the integrity of his heart, 

And by the skilfulness of his hands he guided them. 


The two following Psalms which, in the common order, are the lxxxii. 
and lxxxiii., seem to owe their origin to the time of Jehosapliat, King of 
Judah. The first of them was addressed to the judges of Israel who, along 
with the nation, appear to have been awfully degenerate in those days, 
as we may gather from 2 Chron. xvii. 7—9 and xix. 4—10; from the 
latter passage especially, we may learn that bribery, false judgment, and all 
kinds of wickedness were practised among the judges of the nation. These 
wicked judges the King put out of office, and their successors he thus 
warned; “Take heed what ye do; for ye judge not for man, but for the 
Lord, who is with you in judgment. Wherefore now, let the fear of the 
Lord be upon you," &c. (see the passage). These warnings were written 
by some of the prophets in the form of the following Psalm to be sung in 
the temple by the Levites, the descendants of Asaph, who appear to have 
been the principal musicians in those days, and afterwards. The Psalm 
contains a warning to judges in general, and a severe sentence upon the 
false and wicked among them. 


PS. LXXXII. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXL1. 

A 60NG FOR ASAPH. 

1. The Eloiiim is placed among the congregation of God ; 
Very soon shall the Elohim execute judgment. 

3 
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2. How long will ye judge unjustly \ 

Will ye respect the person of the wicked, Selah, always ? 

The Elohim of the first verse refers to nothing else hut the Ark, Cheru¬ 
bim, and Shechinah, often called Elohim as the Representative of the God 
of Israel. This is proved by the word 3^3 (Nitzav), which means “is 

T • 

placed,” and not, as it is erroneously rendered, “ standetb.” The 13th 
verse of Isaiah iii. is evidently an allusion to this Psalm—there God is re¬ 
presented as pleading with wicked judges, saying, “Jehovah (not Elohim) 
hath placed himself (in a pleading position) for to plead,” &c. 3^3 (Be- 

kerov), “Very soon,” or within a short time, “shall the Elohim,” the God 
that is near us, yea, that is in the midst of us, “ execute judgment,” i.e. on 
the wicked judges mentioned in verse 2. Though in verse 6 the judges 
are called “ Elohim,” i.e. the agents of God (they are likewise so styled in 
the Pentateuch), yet I do not find them in verse 1, for God, and God alone, 
is there meant hy the word Elohim (comp, again 2 Chron. xix, 6 , 7.) 

3. Dispense justice for the destitute and fatherless— 

Maintain the rights of the poor and needy. 

4. Deliver the destitute and needy ones; 

Hid them out of the hand of the wicked. 

5. They would neither know nor understand this ; 

Therefore they walked on in darkness: 

All the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6. Indeed I have said, Ye are gods ; 

And all of you, children of the Most High ; 

7. But surely ye shall die like common men, 

And all at once shall ye fall, 0 ye princes !* 

8. Arise, 0 God, judge the earth : 

For Thou hast all the nations as Thy possession. 


The next Psalm seems to have been composed at the time when many 
confederate nations came up against Jehoshaphat, on account of which the 
King and llie nation w'ere in great perplexity and distress, and a fast was 
proclaimed throughout the land. (2 Chron. xx.) Jehaziel the prophet, of 
the son 6 of Asaph, who was sent on that occasion with a cheering message 
from God (see the above chapter, verses 14—18), may have been himself 


* After the general warning given in the first four verses, the Psalmist addresses the 
wicked Judges, who had probably been dismissed by Jehoshaphat: “ They would neither know 
nor understand this,” i.e. the fuels stated in the preceding verses ; “ Therefore they walked on 
in darkness,” and what were the consequences ? “ All the foundations of the earth were 
shaken judgment, justice, and truth ure the foundations of the earth, and the true source of 
a nation’s prosperity; and those foundations were shaken. In verse 6 the prophet says, “ In¬ 
deed, I have said ye ore gods,” i e. I thought ye were worthy of the dignity of the office ye 
held ns the agents of God—to dispense justice in His name, ana to stand in Ilia place be. 
tween man and man. But you have proved unworthy, you have vilely abused your sacred 
trust; and therefore ye shall die like common men—though ye have been judges, yet you 
must now be judged and condemned—though ye have been princes, ye shall all fall at once by 
the 6word of Jehovah’s vengeance. 
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the writer of the Psalm, which was intended as a supplication for Isruel on 
the fast day. Some critics object to such a confederacy of nations as i9 
mentioned in verses 6—8, coming against Israel all at once, alleging that 
they know of no such period. But, judging from the narrative, we think 
there can be little doubt that portions of all these nations must have accom¬ 
panied Edom, Ammon, and Moab, which were the chief in the confederacy. 


PS. I.XXXIH. CHRONOLOGICAL'Y PS CXLII. 

A VOCAL SONG FOll ASANI. 


1. 0 God, keep not silence ; wait not, and be not still, 0 God. 

2. For, lo, Thine enemies raise a tumult, 

And they that hate Thee lift up their head. 

3. Against Thy people they craftily devise plots, 

And consult together against Thy hidden ones. 

4. They said : Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, 
So that there be no more remembrance of the name of Israel. 

5. For they consulted together with one heart; 

They entered into a confederacy against Thee. 

f). The tents of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; Moabites and Ha¬ 
gan tes ; 

7. Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia, with the inhabi¬ 

tants of Tyre ; 

8. Assyria hath also joined them : 

Who have been an arm to the children of Lot, Selah, always. 

9. Do to them as to Midian ; as to Sisera, 

As to Jabin, at the brook of Kishon : 

10. Who were destroyed at Endor, and were dung for the earth. 

11. Make them and their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb; 

And as Zeba and as Zalmunna all their princes ; 

12. Who said : Let us possess ourselves of God’s habitations. 

13. 0 my God, make them like a whirl, 

Like stubble before the wind; 

14. Like fire that consumeth the forest, 

And like a flame which paroheth the mountains : 

15. Even so pursue them with Thy tempest, 

And confound them with Thy whirlwind. 

16. Fill their faces with shame, 

That they may seek Thy name, 0 Jehovah. 

17. Let them be ashamed and confounded for ever; 

And let them be put to confusion, and perish : 

18. That men may know that Thou, whose name is Jehovah, 

Art alone the Most High over all the earth. 

There are other three Aaaphite Psalms which seem to belong to the pe¬ 
riod of King Hezekiah, and which we shall consider successively. The 
first of these is the lxxxi., a song for the Passover Feast, and it appears to 
have been composed on that solemn occasion. The good Hezekiah invited 



PS. I..XXXI. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXMII. 525 

many Israelites of the ten tribes to Jerusalem to that feast, and the result 
was very cheering. During fourteen days there was not only great joy in 
Jerusalem, but these Israelites were awakened to a sense of their sin, and 
returning to their land, they destroyed all their altars and high places, to¬ 
gether with the idols which they had served, and resolved to worship God. 
(2 Chron. xxx., xxxi.) This Psalm seems to have been written by the 
prophet Isaiah (who was also the author of the lxxv. and lxxvi., the other 
two mentioned above), whose joy must have been very great on the occasion, 
and it was intended to keep alive these impressions on the minds of the 
Israelites, the immediate good results of which we have just noticed. 


PS. LXXXl. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXMII. 
“ To the Chief Cause of all Events." 


A PSA1.M Foil ASAI’H. 

To be performed on the Harp called Gilhith.* 

1. Sing aloud to God who is our Strength : 

Shout for joy to the God of Jacob. 

2. Raise high the song, and apply the timbrel— 

The sweet-sounding harp, with the psaltery. 

3. Blow ye the trumpet in the month, 

Which is appointed for the day of our feast; 

4. For this is an ordinance unto Israel— 

A claimed right for the God of Jacob. 

5. Who appointed it as a testimony in Joseph, 

When He went through the land of Egypt— 

When I heard the language of One unknown to me. 

6. I removed his shoulder from the burden; 

His hands were released from the mortar-vessel. 

7. In distress thou didst call, and I delivered thee : 

I answered thee with mysterious thunders: 

I proved thee at the waters of Meribah, Selah.f 


* Fur the explanation of “ Githitb” tliercuder is referred io similar titles in which the word 
occurs, and their explanation in this book; Ps. viii. chron. v.; Ps. lxxxiv. chron. cxiv. 

+ In the first two verses we have a general call to Israel to come and join in the praise of 
the God of Jacob, and apply all manner of instruments to make the solemn joy complete. In 
verse 3 the Psalmist begins to describe tbe occasion on which be issued this general invita¬ 
tion, showing the importance of observing that feast which was so binding on the Israelites : 
“ Blow ye the trumpet in the month, which is appointed," or, “ in which month the day of onr 
feast is appointed, win (Chodesh) here does not point to the new moon, as it sometimes 

does,but it is emphatic, dcnolingthe month of months—the well-known Nissan or Abib, which 
was the first month of the year ^see Exod. xii. 2), and which month was distinguished from 
oil others, in that the trumpet sounded the whole first part of it to remind Israel of the solem¬ 
nity which it should bring to mind of the deliverance from Egypt, and to make them prepare 
the pnssover, &c. Hence he says, “ Blow tbe trumpet wi'rD (Bachodesli) in the month—in 

the known month of solemnity and great joy—riDSa (Bakes6eh) in the appointed (month), 

or, in the month fixed, i.c. for the day (meaning days) of our feast ; for that fea*t is an ordi¬ 
nance unto Israel, a claimed right of the God of Jacob.” (See Exod. xii. 14—20, xiii. 1—16. 
The prophet then proceeds to show by whom, and the occasion on whioh, this feast was ordered; 
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8. Hear, 0 my people, and I will call witnesses against thee ; 

0 Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto me.* 

9. Let there be no strange god among you; 

And thou shalt worship no god of the aliens. 

10. I am Jehovah thy God, that brought thee out of the land of 

Egypt: 

Open thy mouth wide, and I will till it. 

11. But my people hearkened not to my voice, 

And Israel showed no regard for me, 

12. Therefore I gave them over to the devices of their heart, 
That they should walk after their own counsels. 

13. 0 that my people had hearkened unto me !— 

0 that Israel had walked in my ways ! 

14. Soon would I have subdued their enemies, 

And turned my hand against their adversaries. 

15. The haters of Jehovah would have submitted to them, 

And their happy time would have continued for ever: 

16. And He would have fed them with the finest wheat; 

And with honey from the Rock I would have filled thee. 


The following Psalm, the lxxv. in the common order, seems to have 
been composed when the Assyrian army besieged Jerusalem under 
Hezekiah's reign, and when, after the prayers and supplications of that 
godly King and the elders of Judah, the prophet Isaiah was sent with a 
message from God that He would destroy the enemy and deliver His 
people and Jerusalem from their affliction. (See 2 Kings xix. 20—31, &c.) 
The title is borrowed from those of David's Psalms which were composed 
by him when he was in great danger from Saul, and when in hope of speedy 
deliverance, he used the title, “ A1 Tashcheth Le David,” u Thou shalt 


“ Who ordered it,” i.e. the God of Jacob ordered it, “ as a testimony in Joseph." Joseph is 
here mentioned, for. ns we stated above, this Psalm was intended to nwnken those visitors 
who came from the ten tribes to Jerusalem on Hezekinh’s invitation, and to Bhow them that 
it was given unto nil Israel (of whom the descendants of Joseph were the most numerous), 
and that the ten tribes of Israel lay under the same obligation as the tribe of Judah did, &c. 
He then goes on to mention the time when the God of Jncob appointed that feast ns a testi¬ 
mony for Israel, viz. “ When lie went through the land of Egypt,” i.c. when Jehovah said, 
“ For I will pass through the land of Kgypt tins night, and will smile all the first-born . . 

, , . and when I seethe blood I will pass over you,” ike. (Kxod.xii. 12—13): It was then 
that Israel, the miserable slaves of the Egyptians, heard the langungo of deliverance from the 
mouth of a God hitherto unknown to them. (Sec Exod. iii. 13.) The prophet thus introduced 
the God of Jacob hb the speaker, and Me it is who speaks in verse 6, and onward to the end of 
the Psalm. In verse 7 the overwhelming scene at the Red Sen is roferred to, when Israel in 
their great distress called upon God, who confounded the Egyptian army by pillars of light¬ 
nings, and by mysterious, or terrible thunders. (See Exod. xiv.24.) The Sclah, inserted by 
later prophets, only marks the pause, but has no part in the sense. In the second pnrt of the 
Psalm, the prophet endeavours to improve the lesson to tho hearers by showing them that it 
is the same God who is still speaking to them, nnd reminding them of their obligation, he 
calls them to repentance. The reader is requested carefully to compare this Psalm with the 
passages quoted both in the preface and in this note. 

* The Lord, who is the speaker here, is represented as using the language in which He 
spoke to Israel in the days of old—when He took heaven nnd earth to witness ngainst them 
(see Deut.xxxi. 28, xxxil. 1, compare also Ps. 1., chronologically lxvi. 7, where the same 
language is used, and exposition there.) In the verses which follow, the consequences of 
Israel’s disobedience are described, yet they are still called to repentance. 
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not destroy David,’' i.e. Jehovah is strong enough to deliver me. So here, 
Sennacherib threatened destruction, but God having promised deliverance, 
the title of the Psalm therefore is 4 5 6 7 8 * * 11 A1 Tashchetb,” 44 Thou shalt not 
destroy,” and it was sung with the melody of David’s 14 A1 Tashcheth” 
Psalms (comp, title of Ps. lix., ebron. Ps. xi., where this is largely ex¬ 
plained.) 


PS. LXXV. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXLIV. 

44 To the Chief Cause of all Events.” 

Thou shalt not destroy. 

A VOCAL SONG FOR. ASAPH. 

1. We give thanks to Thee, 0 God, we give thanks ; 

For Thy name is near—Thy works of wonder declare it. 

[the rnoriiET in the name of god.] 

2. Behold, I have appointed a time—■ 

I will execute righteous judgment. 

3. The earth and its inhabitants melt for fear, 

But I have established her pillars, Selah, for ever. 

An intimate acquaintance with the portion of history to which this 
Psalm belongs, will form the best exposition of it. The Assyrian king, by 
his immense victories, had caused all the inhabitants of the earth to trem¬ 
ble, and now he came with a vast army, and with a mouth full of blas¬ 
phemy against the nation of that God who had planted the pillars of the 
earth, and who rules all its inhabitants. Ilczekiah and all Judah 
trembled, and cried to Jehovah, who heard them, and sent Isaiah to tell 
them that He would soon make known His name by His wonder-works— 
that He had now appointed a time to judge and destroy the Assyrian King 
and his power, and to requite him for his blasphemy. This is the burden 
of the Psalm, but we remind the reader again to compare that part of his¬ 
tory either as it is recorded in 2 Kings xviii.,xix., or Isaiah xxxvi., xxxvii., 

which will be the best commentary. 

* 

4. I have said to the blasphemers, Blaspheme not; 

And to the wicked, Lift not up the horn ; 

5. Lift not your horn on high—speak not with a stiff neck. 

6. For neither from the east, nor from the west, 

Nor yet from the south, cometh exaltation. 

7. But God himself is the Judge : 

The one He bringeth low, and the other He exalteth. 

8. Behold, there is a cup in Jehovah’s hand, 

Filled with a mixture of fermented wine : 

Out of this He shall pour ; so that even the dregs thereof 

The wicked of the earth shall squeeze out and drink. 
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TUB KING. 

9. But as for ine, I shall declare it for ever; 

I shall sing praise to the God of Jacob. 

10. And I will cut off all the.horns of the wicked ; 

But the horns of the righteous shall be exalted. 

According to Jehovah’s promise in this Psalm, so it happened. The 
proud Assyrian soon knew that all exaltation cornea from God, the God of 
Israel. A cup of bitterness was put into his hand—in one night an angel 
of the Lord destroyed his mighty array, and the host of a hundred and 
eighty thousand mighty warriors, who were the terror of many nations on 
the evening before, lay all dead carcases on the succeeding morning. The 
following Psalm celebrates that wonderful event. 


PS. LXXVI. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXLV. 

“To the Chief Cause of all Events." 

A VOCAL SONG OF TRAISE FOll ASAPH, TO RE PERFORMED WITH MUSIC. 

[See foot note, page 312.] 


1. God is known in Judah; His name is great in Israel. 

2. In Salem is His tabernacle, and His habitation in Zion. 

3. There He broke the flying arrows of the bow— 

The shield, the sword, along with the war, Selah, for ever. 

4. Thou (Zion) art more glorious—more excellent, 

Than the mountains of prey. 

5. The stout-hearted were confounded ; 

They have sunk into their sleep : 

And all the mighty men have not found their hands. 

6. At Thy rebuke, 0 Thou God of Jacob ! 

They fell asleep, along with the chariots and horses. 

7. Thou art dreadful, even Thou; 

And who can stand before Thee in time of Thy wrath ? 

8. From heaven didst Thou pronounce judgment: 

The earth feared, and was still. 

9. Whenever God riseth up to judgment, 

It is to save all the meek of the earth, Selah, always. 

10. For even the wrath of man bringeth Thee praise, 

When Thou girdest Thyself with but a little fury. 

11. Vow and pray to Jehovah your God : 

Let all those that are about Him bring presents to the Terrible 
One. 

12. He doth cut off the spirit of the princes— 

He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

The five remaining Psalms belong to the disastrous period of the do- 
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struction of Jerusalem by the Assyrians and Chaldeans. They must have 
been all composed after the temple was burnt by the army of Nebuzar-adan 
(2 Kings xxv. 8 —12), and Judah partly destroyed by fire and sword and 
famine, and partly led into captivity, and when only the poor and miser¬ 
able were left to till the desolate ground. The fact that the prophet who 
wrote them seems not to have been in captivity, but in the midst of the 
ruins of Jerusalem, is proof enough that Jeremiah must be their author, 
and that he composed them along with his Lamentations (the resemblance 
between which and these Psalms in style and poetry is very striking) 
when, by the order of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzar-adan set him at liberty, 
and he returned to Jerusalem. (Jer. xxxix. 11—14, xl. 1—6.) Three of the 
Psalms bear the name of Asaph in their titles, but this is by no means be¬ 
cause he is the author of them, for, as we have repeatedly before observed, 
Asaph was the chief musician in David's days, and his band, consisting of 
his descendants, continued to form a musical band under the name of Asaph 
their forefather, even down to the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. (Ezra ii. 41, 
iii. 10 ; Neh. xi. 22, &c.) Jeremiah, knowing that the temple must be 
re-built, and the service of God re-organized, inserted in the title of these 
plaintive Psalni9 the words, “for Asaph," i.e., to be sung by the Asaphites. 
Besides that the author of this book has seen it testified by traditions—the 
authenticity of which he has no reason to doubt—that these Psalms were 
written by Jeremiah, he maintains, that the least knowledge of, and ac¬ 
quaintance with, Hebrew poetry, will make it manifest that the author 
of the Book of Lamentations and of these Psalms must be one and the 
same person. 


PS. LXXIV. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXLVI. 


A SERIOUS FRAYEtl. FOR ASATH. 

1. Why, 0 God, hast Thou cast us off? 

Shall Thine anger smoke for ever against the sheep of Thy 
pasture ? 

2. Remember Thy congregation which Thou hast purchased of old ; 
The stock of Thine inheritance which Thou hast redeemed ; 
This Mount Zion, on which Thou didst dwell. 

3. Lift up Thy feet to the perpetual desolations ; 

Every thing in the sanctuary hath the enemy destroyed. 

4. Thine adversaries have exclaimed within Thy sacred palaces : 

“ They have set up their own symbols as signs ; 

5. It will be regarded above no more than 
One passing his axe through a thick tree. 

6. Now, therefore, let all her carved work at once 
Be torn down with hatchet and hammer.” 

7. Thus they have set Thy sanctuary on fire— 

They profaned to the dust the habitation of Thy name. 

8. They have said in their heart; “ Their own children 
Have burnt all the sacred palaces of God in the land.” 

2 L 
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9. Oar usual signs we have not seen : there is no pTophet; 

Nor is there any among us who knoweth how long.* 

10. How long, 0 God, shall the adversary reproach ? 

Shall the enemy blaspheme Thy name for ever ? 

11. Why hast thou withdrawn Thy hand? 

0 remove now Thy right hand from Thy bosom ! 

12. But Thou, God, art my King from of old. 

Who workest salvation in the midst of the earth. 

13. Thou didst break through the sea by Thy strength : 

Thou didst shatter the heads of the dragons in the waters. 

14. Thou didst crush the heads of Leviathan : 

Thou gavest it for meat to the people in the wilderness. 

15. Thou didst cleave the fountain and the brook; 

Thou didst dry up the mighty streams. 

16. Thine is the day, Thine also is the night: 

Thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 

17. Thou hast fixed the boundaries of the earth : 

Summer and winter Thou hast ordained. 

18. Remember this, 0 Jehovah, how the enemy hath reproached ; 
And how a foolish people hath blasphemed Thy name. 


* In verse 4 the Psalmist describes the melancholy scene when the Chaldeans came into 
the temple to strip it of its sacred vessels, and of the carved works of gold with which the walls 
were overlaid. From the address of the Assyrian general to Israel in the days of Hezekinh 
(see 2 Kings xviii. 25), “Am I now come without the Lord against this place to destroy it?” 
&c., we see that these enemies were not entirely ignorant of the greatness of isrneFs God. 
But ill© Chaldean soldiers were struck with awe when they saw the symbols on the walls of 
the sanctuary, and they said to each other, “ They have set up their own symbols for sig’iis ” 
i.e. it is Israel’s own invention—there is no sacredness in them, and therefore we have no¬ 
thing to fear in cutting down the6e carved works. The 5th verse roust be properly arranged 
to be made intelligible in any other language owiDg to its high poetical style, JHV’ 

T I T • -T 1 

(Yivadn Lemaalab), “ It will be known, or regarded above," i.e. our cutting down the carved 
works of Israel’s own invention will be regarded, or no more regarded above, viz. in heaven 
liiteT'p (Kemevie bisvach-etz Kerdumoth), “ than one passing his axe through, 

or bringing his axe to bear upon, a thick tree," i.e. our cutting down of these symbols will 
no more concern God than one’s cutting wood in the forest. Thus they encouraged each 
other as in verse 6, “ Let all her carved work at once be torn down with hatchet and ham¬ 
mer.” The result, stated in verse 7, was the utter destruction of God’s sanctuary. In 
verse 8 the Psalmist gives ns another reason for the enemies’ boldness in thus destroying the 
sanctuary, viz. that they had heard how some (godly) kings had broken the altars and high 
places of the idolatrous Jews as Hezekiah hud done, and Josinh, who burnt Baal’s altars and 
temples. This the idolatrous Assyrians counted a great crime, for they knew no difference 
beLween these idol temples and the temple of the liviDg God. The render will find an illus¬ 
tration of thiR in 2 Kings xviii. 22). Thus in verse 8 the enemy is represented ns having 
said in his heart, *iJ-p (Ninom yacliad), “ Their own children or descendants (■pa [Nin], 

... - T V * • • 

means progeny or descendant, as in Gen. xxi. 23, irj [Nini], which is rendered ‘’my son,” 

but which menn6 progeny, see also Job xviii. 10; Isai. xiv. 22), have burnt all the sacred pa¬ 
laces of God in the land,’’ that is to say, Why should we feor to do what they have done them- 
selveB ?—if Hezekiah and Josiah, &c., have burned the temples of God (as they falsely thought 
they were), why may not we do the same? The words which we have rendered in verses 4 
and 8 by “ sacred palaces,” mean the “ sacred assembly halls,” where the people assembled to 
worship God. (The strange ideas which translators aud commentators have found in these 
verses are quite inexplicable by us, for the Hebrew is plain though sublime). From verse 4 
we may learn that at the time when the broken hearted prophet composed this Psalm, the re¬ 
velation that Israel should be restored afier seventy years had not been made to him. The 
expression,** There is no prophet,” does not mean that no prophet was then living, but that 
no prophet had received Divine intimation as to how long the desolation would continue. 
(Compare Lam, ii. 9). The rest of the Psalm is occupied with prayer and praise. 
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19. Deliver not to the wild beast the soul of Thy turtle-dove : 
Forget not for ever the lives of Thine afflicted ones. 

20. Remember Thy coveuant, for the dark regions of the earth 
Are full of the habitations of violence. 

21. 0 let not the oppressed return ashamed : 

But let the poor and needy praise Thy name. 

22. Arise, 0 God, plead Thine own cause : 

Remember how the profligate daily reproach Thee. 

23. Forget not the noise of Thine adversaries : 

The tumult of Thine opponents increaseth continually. 


PS. LXXfX. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXLVIL 


A SONG FOB ASAPH. 

1. 0 God, the heathen have come into Thine inheritance; 
They have polluted Thy holy temple ; 

They have laid Jerusalem in heaps. 

2. They have given the bodies of Thy servants 
For food to the fowls of heaven— 

The flesh of Thy saints to the beasts of the earth. 

3. Their blood they have shed like water around Jerusalem ; 
And there was no one to bury them. 

4. We are become a reproach to our neighbours—• 

A scorn and derision to those around us. 

5. How long, 0 Jehovah ? Wilt Thou ever be angry ? 

Shall Thy jealousy burn like fire ? 

6. Pour out Thy fury on the heathen who own Thee not, 

And on the kingdoms which call not on Thy name. 

7. For they have devoured Jacob, 

And his habitation they have laid waste. 

8. Remember not against us the iniquities of our ancestors : 
Make haste to meet us with Thy tender mercies; 

For we are brought exceedingly low. 

9. Help us, 0 God of our salvation, for the glory of Thy name. 
Deliver us, and forgive our sins for Thy name's sake. 

10. Why should the heathen say, Where is their God ? 

Make known among the heathen in our sight 

The vengeance of the shed blood of thy servants. 

11. Let the groanings of the prisoners come before Thee : 
According to the greatness of Thy power 
Preserve Thou those that are appointed to die ; 

12. And render to our neighbours’ bosom sevenfold 

The reproach which they have cast on Thee, 0 Jehovah. 

13. But we are Thy people, and sheep of Thy pasture ; 

We shall for ever render thanks to Thee ; 

Throughout all generations we shall declare Thy praise. 
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The following Psalm, the lxxx., also belongs to the same author, and 
was composed at the same disastrous time as the two preceding ones. It 
has in its title 44 El Shoshanim Eduth,” which means, 41 A testimony re¬ 
garding the Lilies,” i.e. regarding the Church of God. The testimony 
refers to the Messianic prophecy contained in verses 15 and 17 regarding 
the Son of God redeeming Ilia Church—the Lily among thorns. For 
farther explanation of this title the reader is referred to pages 394 and 401, 
whore similar titles occur. 


P3. LXXX. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXLVIII. 

44 To the Chief Cause of all Events.” 

A TESTIMONY REGARDING THE LILIES.-A SONG FOR ASAPH. 


1. 0 Shepherd of Israel, who didst lead Joseph like a flock, give ear; 
0 Thou who art enthroned between the Cherubim, shine forth. 

2. Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

Stir up Thy strength, and come to save us. 

3. 0 God, restore us again, and cause Thy face to shine ; 

And so we shall be saved.* 


* The “ Israel und Joseph” mentioned in the first verse by the Peulmiet include all the twelve 
tribes of Israel, for tin re whs no distinction between Judah und Ephraim now, inasmuch as 
both were driven inio captivity, and both countries lay waste. That under Joseph alone the 
whole Israelilish nanon is sometimes represented, see Psalm lxxxi., chronologically Psolm 
cx'ili. 5 The snine we see in verse U, where the Psalmist useB (he names of three tribes to 
denote all Israel, lor if we were to understand under Ephraim ull the ten tribes, then there 
would have been no use of mentioning Manasseh, who was included in the ten tribes, but as 
all Israel were nowin misery and captivity, the prophet, pr.»y*ng for their deliverunce, men¬ 
tions u part of the ten tribes, Munnsseh and Rpbrnim, and a pun of the two tribes, Benja¬ 
min. Though Judah is often mention* d in Scripture as denoting both Judah and Benjamin, 
it was because the former, having the dominion, was the principal tribe ; but now, as Judah 
wub in captivity along with Denjumin, the prophet uses the latter to include both. 

The reader will perhaps be surprised at the following specimen of German false inventions, 
yea, uncommon assurance. Wc have often shown in this book how easy it is with a Germnn 
rationalist to sacrifice the sense and sentiment of any passage, und introduce woeful perver¬ 
sions when it serves him to maintain liis violent notions; but. as we have just said, the 
following is very glaring. 1 lengstenbcrg, on tliis Psalm, tries most absurdly to maintain that 
it refers only to the ten tribes, and not to Judah. To support tli is opinion he makes several 
lulsc assertions, one of which, for instance, is, "that Joseph ulwnys appears ns the leader of 
the ten ti ibes," and not of all Israel; but from the passuge above referred to ( Ps. lxxxi. 6), 
the reader will see thnt.tliis assertion is false. Another of liis assertions is, that the " Joseph” 
of Amos vi. 6 is used only of (he ten tribes; but let the reader examine verses 1 and 8, yea, 
the whole of that chapter, and he will see that it is false also, and that Joseph must stand there 
for the whole nation. Bui after all, the ,l Benjamin” of verse 2 lies in his way. and here let 
the reader specially mark how falsely he deals will* Scripture. He is not ashamed to mninlniu 
that Benjamin, us u tribe, wns never joined to Judah, hut to Ephraim—that only a few of 
the Benjamites who dwelt in Jerusalem and had a portion in it, were joined to Judah, but 
that (he whole Irilie, as such, adhered to Ephraim. In opposing the right view and the truth, 
that Benjamin joined Judah from (he beginning, and remained with Judah to the end, Dr 
Ilengslenberg makes the following remark: “ If we turn now to the evidence in support of 
the opposite view, we find, ns wholly favouring it, the passage 1 Kings xii. 21, according to 
which ltchobosm assembled the whole of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin. But a whole 
scries of other passages demonstrates that the author loosely, though, after all, with euf 
fleient accuracy, as the real state of matters was universally known, employed the tribe of 
Ben jamin to denote that small portion of the tribe which was incorporated with Judah, so that 
wc are to supply as understood : so fur a* if remained faithful to Judah.” 

Thus thinks a German writer that he has managed to give a new view of a thing that was 
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4. 0 Jehovah, God of hosts, how long wilt Thou be wroth 
Against the prayer of Thy people 1 

5. Thou feedest them with tears as with bread, 

And makest them drink tears in abundance. 

6. Thou makest us a strife to our neighbours, 

And our enemies use us for their derision. 

7. 0 God of hosts, restore us again ; 

Cause Thy face to shine, and so we shall be saved. 

8. A vine Thou didst bring out of Egypt; 

Thou didst cast out the heathen, and didst plant her. 

0. Thou didst prepare room for her, 

That she took deep root and filled the land. 

10. The mountains were covered with her shadow, 

And with her branches the lofty cedars. 

11. She stretched forth her boughs to the sea, 

And her shoots to the great river. 

12. Why hast Thou broken down her walls, 

So that every one passing by should plunder her 1— 

13. That the boar of the forest should waste her, 

And the beasts of the field should devour her \ 

14. Return, we beseech Thee, 0 God of hosts : 

Look from heaven and behold, and visit this vine; 

15. And the plantation which Thy right hand hath planted; 

Even through the Son, whom Thou didst invest with power for 

Thvself. 

* 

16. She was cut down and burnt with fire : 

They perish at the rebuke of Thy countenance. 

17. Let Thy hand be upon the Man of Thy right hand— 


established for eighteen centuries to every Bible render, be he Jew or Christian, that the whole 
tribe of Benjamin remained with Judah; but no, says Dr Hengstenberg, only a few of those 
Benjamites that had part in Jerusalem and in the “declivity of the upper city.” remained with 
Judah, while the whole tribe joined Ephraim. He quotes only one passage ns being wholly 
against his view, viz., J Kingsxii. 21. Let us now examine our Bible, and see if ibis be true. 
The above passage is repented in 2 Citron, xi. 1. We are told in verses 8 and 4 of the same 
chapter, that the prophet was sent to Judah and Benjamin to warn them not to light against 
the ten tribes. From verse 5 to 11 we are told that both tribes remained faithful to Rehoboarn, 
and that he built fortresses in the? territories of Judah and Benjamin. Verse 23, “ Aud lie 
(Rehoboarn) dealt wisely, and dispersed of ulI bis children thromjhout all the countries of 
Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced city,” &e. Chapter xiv. 8, “And Asa had an army 
of men that bure targets and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand, and out of Benja¬ 
min , that bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: ull these were 
mighty men of valour." 11 these passages are not enough to show how barefacedly German 
rationalists treat the Bible, let the render examine the following passages: 2Chrou. xv. 8, 9, 
xvii. 17, xxv. 5, xxxi. 1, xxxiv. 9,32; Ezra i. 5, iv. 1, x. 9. Now we think that these passages 
will suliice to show how little to be depended on, nay, how false, Dr Hengstenberg s state¬ 
ment is ; and also, bow much to be lamented is the folly of some who think that such perver¬ 
sions and suppressions, ns well ns others which we have endeavoured to expose in this volume, 
will cast light ou Scripture. Will darkness give light ? Biller complaints have already been 
made of the ravages which German theology is making in this orthodox, Christian counir}’. 

In reference to the subject of this note we may add, that every attentive reader of the Bible 
will perceive, that as the ten tribes were usually styled Ephraim, because that tribe was the 
most powerful among them, so the two tribes Judah and Benjamin were always styled Judah, 
because the latter was the ruling tribe. But in our Psalm (hey were both captive, and either 
of them stood for both. 
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Upon the Son of man, whom Thou didst invest with power for 
Thyself. 

18. Thus we shall no more slide back from Thee : 

Thou shalt quicken us, and we shall be called by Thy name. 

19. Jehovah, God of Hosts, restore us again : 

Make Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved.* 


Psalm cxxxvii. must also have been composed by Jeremiah, when, by the 
order of Nebuchadnezzar, he was set free from chains and sent back to Jeru¬ 
salem. In it he describes a scene which he must himself have witnessed at 
the rivers of Babylon when the spoilers of the broken-hearted Levites de¬ 
manded of them some of Zion's songs on their sweet instruments ; but 
their souls were too heavily overborne with grief to allow them to string 
the harp or make sweet melody. 


PS. CXXXVII. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CXLIX. 

1. By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down ; 

Yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. 

2. Upon the willows in the midst thereof we hung our harps: 

3. For there our captors demanded of us to repeat a song, 

And they that laid us in ruins, to be merry : 

“ Sing us some of the songs of Zion.” 

4. 0 how shall we sing Jehovah’s songs in a foreign land ? 

5. If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand be forgotten. 

6. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 

If I do not remember thee— 

If I make not mention of Jerusalem on occasion of my chiefest 

joy- 

7. Remember, 0 Jehovah, unto the children of Edom, Jerusalem s 

day; 


* The prophet, who, in verse 14, prayed the Lord to look down from heaven anti visit “ the 
vine,” the nation that He had delivered out of Egypt and plunted in Palestine, and in midst 
of which the Church of God existed at that time, though in captivity in Babylon—prays in 
verse 15, for the Church in general, “ the plantation (so n» [Chanali] signifies, a group of 

plants) which His right hand hath planted,’’i.e. the Church which He had planted in the 
midst of Israel, and which was to extend her brandies throughout the world in His own 
time. This general Church, which was brought very low in those days, or, ns lie describes 
it in verse 16. as having been burnt with fire, and her members perished at God’s rebuke; 
Jehovah would visit in mercy “ through the Son” her Head, whom He had invested with 
power for the promotion of His own glory on earth. The (Ben) of verse 15, which is 

erroneously rendered “branch,” means “Son,” for it is the same with the D"N-*]3 (Ben- 

Adam) “ Son of man,” of verse 17. The whole import of the prayer contained in these 
verges is, that Jehovah would look down in mercy upon the suffering Church for the 6nke of 
Messiah her Head, and that “ Jehovah Tzidkenu.” the Lord our Righteousness, should soon 
appear in the strength and divine Majesty with which God had invested Him, even for the 
deliverance of the Church, and for the promotion of His own glory. The blissful results of 
His appearance would be, that the true Israel of God would never again depart from Him, 
but stick close to their Redeemer, and be saved with an everlasting salvation. 

2 
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When they said, Raze it, raze it, to its very foundation, 
ft. 0 Thou daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction; 

Blessed be He who shall reward thee as thy recompence 
All that thou hast recompensed us. 

9. Blessed be He who shall dash thy little ones against the rock.* 


The following and last Pealm in this book is thecii. in the common order. 
It contains the lamentation of the prophet for the destruction of Zion and 
Jerusalem, and his own sufferings in connection with the destruction of his 
nation. It also foretells Israel's restoration, and the rebuilding of Zion, 
and concludes with an ardent prayer to God to hasten that time. 


P3. CII. CHRONOLOGICALLY PS. CL. 

A Prayer of an afflicted one, when he was overwhelmed, and poured 

out his supplication before Jehovah. 

1. 0 Jehovah, hear my prayer, and let my cry come unto Thee. 

2. Hide not Thy face from me in the day of my distress ; 

Incline Thine ear to me in the day when I call; 

Do Thou speedily answer me. 

3. For my days vanish away like smoke, 

And my bones are burut like a fire-brand. 

4. My heart is smitten and withered like grass, 

For I have forgotten to eat my meat. 

5. Because of the voice of my groaning, my bones cleave to my 

flesh. 

6. I am like unto the pelican in the wilderness ; 

I am become like the owl of- the ruins. 

7. When I watched, I was like a lonely bird on a house-top. 

8. All day long mine enemies reproached me— 

My persecuting scoffers are sworn against me. 

9. For ashes have I eaten like bread, 

And my drink have I mingled with tears ; 


* In chapters 1. and H. of Jeremiah’s prophecies we 9ee how the destruction of Babylon 
was revealed to that prophet long before it came to pass, and in 1.17,18. we see that it was 
in recompense of what Assyria and Chaldea lmd done to Israel. Thus the prophet says in 
verse 8, “ O thou daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction," i.e. according to God’s reve¬ 
lation made to me; “ Blessed be He,” ie. God the righteous Judge. It is astonishing that 

throughout the Bible the translators have reudered (Ashrey), “ Blessed,” while it verv 

. '• • - * 
often means “ happy,” especially when it refers to man ; and here, when it refers to God, they 
have rendered it” Happy.” But they erred in thinking that its reference here is to theinstrument 
by which Babylon was lo be destroyed, for it wus to God nlone, who was to make Bnbylou 
drink such a cup as they hud made Israel drink (though he was to do’it, as usual, by instru¬ 
ments). Isruel’s traditions say, that at the destruction oT Jerusalem by the Babyloniuu mur¬ 
derers there were found upon one rock the bruins of eight hundred of the little children of 
Zion which were dashed out by the enemy. Profane history tells us of do less horrible thiogs 
in the fearful destruction of Babylon by her enemies. Thus we see that the last verses 
of our Psalm contain not n prayer, hut n prophecy which received its literal fulfilment. It 
is a wonderful fact that, no nation ever shed the blood of God’s ancient people without tasting 
of His heavy judgments in return, and without draining a similar eup. 
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10. On account of Thy wrath and indignation : 

For Thou didst lift me up, and then Thou didst cast me down. 

11. My days have declined as a shadow, 

And I do wither like the grass. 

It is very easy to discover in this part of the Psalm the voice of the au¬ 
thor of the Lamentations, especially when we compare it with the third 
chapter of that book. Jeremiah came back into the midst of the ruins of 
his beloved Zion and Jerusalem, and wailing and mourning he waited in 
the midst of the desolations for some comfortable message from God. 
Hence he says in verse 7, “ When I watched," or waited anxiously, “ I was 
like a lonely bird on a house-topor as he said in the preceding verse, 
that he was u like an owl of the ruins." But we must not forget that he 
speaks here for the whole nation when he pours his complaints before Jeho¬ 
vah, for it is of the nation he says that their wounds are increased, because 
the Lord did lift them up above all other nations, and then did cast them 
down from the height of glory and honour to this depth of misery and 
wretchedness. 

12. But Thou, 0 Jehovah, shalt endure for ever. 

And Thy remembrance throughout all generations. 

13. Thou wilt yet arise, and extend mercy to Zion, 

When the fixed time to be gracious to her hath arrived : 

14. When Thy servants shall have taken pleasure in her stones, 
And shown affection to her very rubbish. 

15. Then shall the nations fear the name of Jehovah, 

And all the kings of the earth Thy glory. 

16. When Jehovah shall liave builded up Zion— 

When he shall have appeared in His glory : 

17. When He hath regarded the petition of the destitute, 

And hath not despised their prayers. 

18. This shall be written for the generation to come, 

That a people to be born may praise Jehovah. 

19. Because lie looked down from the height of His sanctuary— 
Jehovah from the heavens surveyed the earth ; 

20. That He might hear the groanings of the prisoners— 

That He might release such as are doomed to death ; 

21. That they may declare in Zion the name of Jehovah, 

And His praise in Jerusalem: 

22. When the nations shall assemble together, 

And the kingdoms to serve Jehovah. 

While we see in Ihe above verses the brightness of hope and consolation 
which refreshed the prophet in receiving a sure foundation to rest upon, 
that Zion should be re-built and her captives restored, we see also from 
verses 15 and 22 that he beheld not only the Israelitish captive church 
restored, but also the glory of Zion in the Messiah, who was to appear 
duiing the period of the second temple as a light to enlighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of His people Israel. The conversion of all nations to God 
formed the ray that shone so radiantly to the prophet in his darkness—the 
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building of the spiritual Ziou was his chiefest joy, though the beginning of 
it was the re-building of the temporal Zion and the restoration of His 
crushed and captive nation. But in verse 23 he returns to lament the pre¬ 
sent miserable condition of the Church—prays that even the then living 
generation might see Zion re-built, and comforts himself that Jehovah 
lives for ever, and that the descendants of the generation then living should 
see the salvation of God. 

23. He hath exhausted my strength in the way ; 

He hath shortened my days. 

24. Shall I say, 0 my God, take me not away in the midst of 

my days ? 

0, Thy years extend throughout all generations. 

25. Of old Thou hast founded the earth ; 

And the heavens are the works of Thine hands. 

26. But they shall perish, and Thou shalt remain; 

When they all shall wax old like a garment, 

Thou shalt change them as a cloak and they shall be changed : 

27. But Thou art He, and Thy years shall never end. 

28. The sons of Thy servants shall dwell in peace ; 

And their seed shall be established before Thee. 

There exists a striking analogy between one leading idea in this sublime 
Psalm and chapter xlix. of Isaiah. In the first 13 verses of that chapter, the 
glory of Messiah, and the conversion of all the nations to Him is foretold, 
while literal Zion and her children remain behind in their darkness and dis¬ 
persion, and looking, as it were, to what is going on among the nations. 
She therefore utters a melancholy complaint in verse 14, and says, “ Surely 
Jehovah hath forsaken, or abandoned me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." 
Jehovah then comes and tells her her mistake, and that she was Gtill 
graven on the palms of His hand—-that He would, to her astonishment, 
gather all her children, though of late generations, and restore them to her 
again. So in our Psalm, after the then captive Church, Zion, heard of the 
bringing in of all nations, she remembers that she was at present worn out, 
and crushed, and weakened, and exhausted from her sufferings during her 
captivity and sojourn in the land of the enemy. She was therefore dis¬ 
posed to complain (verses 23 and 24), that in the present generation she 
could not enjoy the glory of the promised restoration. But she soon com¬ 
forts herself with the assurance that her God is eternal, and that His pro¬ 
mises never fail; and though she herself should not see it in the present 
generation, yet Jehovah’s days are throughout all generations,, and that 
therefore the descendants of her present children would enjoy that glorious 
promised peace, and their seed be established before Jebovab for ever. 


Now blessed be Jehovah the Lord God of Israel, who magnified His 
Holy name by the revealed Oracles of His condescending love. Ever 
adored, ever glorified, and ever blessed be the Ancient of Days, who pro- 
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vided such an invaluable treasure of living and everlasting testimonies to 
the message, character, office, and eternal glory of His only begotten Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ—that these testimonies were given 
many centuries before His coming into the world, and deposited with the 
Church of the living God, so that our blessed Saviour, when in the flesh, 
could say, Search the Scriptures, your own Scriptures, given by your in¬ 
spired heroes, and sealed by signs and miracles, yea, by fire from heaven, 
and they speak of me. Though in the time of our blessed Lord, 
the greatest portion of His nation were blinded, and could not see Jesus 
in their Scriptures—though alas in our days German rationalists rise 
against the testimonies of Old Testament Scripture to the Lamb of God, 
and apply all their wicked energy to pervert its most glorious Messianic 
prophecies, and to blot out the name of Messiah from its pages—ah ! but 
Jehovah’s arm is not shortened, nor is His Omnipotence decreasing by rea¬ 
son of age. Even as in the days of old the Lord was pleased to open the 
eyes of many Israelites, and show them Christ from their own Scriptures, 
though the great mass of proud and hardened Pharisees were blinded and 
confounded in their imagined wisdom, u so then at the present time also there 
is a remnant according to the election of grace/’ while those who refuse to 
yield a childlike obedience to the oracles of God, and irreverently, yea 
arrogantly try to bend Jehovah’s revealed truth, and make it bow to the 
idols of their own poor, weak, crooked, and foolish inventions, will grow 
worse and worse, and land in a dreadful region of everlasting darkness. 
Be it Jew or German, Greek or Briton, who raises partition walls between 
himself and the shining light of the word of God, it is certain that his eyes 
will grow darker and darker, and a complete gloom will cover his soul. 

Inasmuch as it pleased Divine goodness to open the eyes of the author of 
this book and show him the Saviour of his soul in the Old Testament Scrip¬ 
tures (before he saw the New), in which his forefathers as he himself glo¬ 
ried, and as the book of Psalms, along with the prophecies of Isaiah, was 
that living stream that poured refreshing waters of conviction into his 
soul that the Messiah must have come already, and that Jesus of Na¬ 
zareth was the promised Saviour, the Son of God, of whom the Psalmist 
and Isaiah spake, the reader will perceive how great must be his 
joy when peeing that the Lord enabled him to begin and finish a work 
on the sweet and inspired songs of Zion. Yea, his joy is greater 
than he can express in words; and it is the wish of.his heart and 
soul that every reader of this book, and every friend of the holy Psalms, 
may find 6uch cheering and solemn hours, days, and nights as he often en¬ 
joyed during the composition of this book, especially when in the silent 
watches of the night his soul mused on the Messianic oracles in which she 
beheld her beloved Saviour as in a pure crystal mirror. He only regrets 
that his time was so short—that his call to proceed to the scene of 
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his missionary labours pressed so heavily upon his conscience, that he 
was obliged to shorten that happy time by turning many nights into 
days. Another result issuing from this is no less a matter pf regret 
to him, viz., that neither time nor the limits of the volume allowed 
him to give a fuller exposition to some Psalms towards the end of the 
volume, which he, however, will do, if spared in the land of the liv¬ 
ing, and if enabled by the patronage of Christians in this country to send 
forth another edition. The steps of man are directed by the Lord, when it 
be that He finds pleasure in his way. The author humbly casts himself 
into the arms of the Omnipotent God, for the promotion of whose glory in 
explaining the oracles of His truth this work was intended, and may He 
w r ho so often uses weak instruments for great purposes, bless and grant suc¬ 
cess to it, and make it a blessing to the Christian reader, and teach him by 
the Spirit of all truth, to choose, love, and reverence all that is His and ac¬ 
cording to His will,'and to exercise Christian charity and forbearance where 
man's weakness betrays itself. u The grass withereth, the flower fadeth ; 
but the word of God shall stand for ever.” (Isai. xl. 8.) 


FINIS. 



